THE MAN I KNEW

commanders, Douglas wanted a genuine welcome or none
at all.

When the King was returning to England after his visit
to France, Douglas met him at Calais and learned that His
Majesty had been very pleased with his trip. The King
seemed very anxious to arrange for the public welcome in
London on the 2oth of December, and thought that Douglas
and the others ought to ride from the station through the
streets to Buckingham Palace. This was Douglas's opinion
too, for he considered it was ridiculous to see a number of
officers coming back from war in a string of carriages or
motor-cars, like a lot of politicians or old women! As soon
as His Majesty got back to London it was decided that
he should welcome Douglas and his army commanders
at lunch in Buckingham Palace, and that later a public
welcome would be given to the troops, who would take
part in a procession through the streets. Douglas at once
instructed the Adjutant-General to arrange for a procession
on horseback of the senior officers of G.H.Q, General
Fowke, the A.G,, was a very big man and Douglas was
much concerned about getting a suitable horse for him. He
did not ride much as a rule. It was eventually decided, how-
ever, that they should drive from Charing Cross by the
Mall to Buckingham Palace in carriages "like old women in
the family way", as Douglas wrote to me.

Meantime I was having a lot of trouble and worry with
influenza at Eastcott. My housemaid had died, and this of
course had rather upset me. My small son, too, had been
very ill and Douglas's concern was shown very clearly in
all his letters. It was typical of him to enclose a copy of the
9ist Psalm with one of his letters, saying that it was very
comforting in times of trouble to read it.

Douglas had been invited by Marshal Foch to take part
in the French rejoicings over getting back Alsace-Lorraine,
and on the 8th of December he arrived in Metz, where he
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